Teacher’s Guide iCivics

County Solutions Step Eight: Positions, Please!

Time Needed: One class period This is lesson eight of nine in a series that culminates

Materials Needed:
Student worksheets

Copy Instructions:

in a final class project. All steps can be found at
www.icivics.org/curriculum/countysolutions

Learning Objectives. The students will:
e Summarize the problem and the research they have

Position Paper packet (three pages completed in earlier steps.

double-sided; class set) e Describe their proposed solution using a 5W + H graphic
Be careful to copy either the action or organizer.

requlation version; the first page is ¢ Analyze the benefits/limitations or the roles of various

the same for both.

actors in the proposed regulation or action.
e Predict the long-term effect of the proposed solution.

STEP BY STEP

0 MAKE SURE

O ANTICIPATE

U DISTRIBUTE

O GUIDE

U Discuss

O CLOSE

students have all their information from the previous lessons in the unit. This is a
summary lesson that will require them to draw on everything they have done up to
this point.

by asking students to recall the solution the class came up with yesterday. Ask
students why it's important to be organized and to “know your stuff” when you are
trying to convince someone of something. For example, what if a county
government official asked them about their policy and they couldn’t speak
effectively about it?

one Position Paper packet to each student.

students through the process of completing the packet. You might want to make
transparencies of the pages and walk through the activities together as a class, or
allow students to work in pairs or groups. Except for Part B, the activities are
modeled after earlier activities in the unit that students should recognize.

students’ answers. If students completed the Position Paper on their own, you may
want to compile answers on the board or on an overhead.

by asking students to think of one thing that could be done next to start getting
support for the proposal. Ask students to share with a partner, then call on random
students to share what they thought of.

This lesson plan is part of the County Solutions series by iCivics, Inc. a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing civic education. For more resources,
please visit www.icivics.org/teachers, where you can access the state standards aligned to this lesson plan. Provide feedback to feedback@icivics.org.

©2012 iCivics, Inc. You may copy, distribute, or transmit this work for noncommercial purposes if you credit iCivics. All other rights reserved.



Name:

Step Eight: Positions, Please!

A. Public Policy. Complete the statement to explain what
you think the public policy should be about your issue.

U should U should not do something about

(name the specific county governmental agency)

B. What's Happening Now. Complete the chart to explain what
the problem is and why the public policy needs to change.
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Step Eight: Positions, Please! Name:

C. Your ACTION Solution. / \
Use this chart to explain the

details of your proposed

solution.
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Step Eight: Positions, Please! Name:

C. Your REGULATION Solution/ \
Use this chart to explain the
details of your proposed =
solution. T
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Step Eight: Positions, Please! Name:

D. Public Policy Roles. ACTION
If your solution is put into place, who will be involved?

-

Here’s how the
COUNTY

GOVERNMENT
will be involved:

N/

Here’s how

GROUPS or :>
BUSINESSES

will be involved:

AN

N/

Here’s how
INDIVIDUALS :>

will be involved

N

AN

E. How Much Can It Help? Put an X on the line to show how far
you think your proposed solution can go to solve the problem.
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Can only Could solve the
address a whole problem
small part eventually
Why I chose
THAT SPOT I:>
for my X:
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Step Eight: Positions, Please! Name:

D. Benefits and Limitations. REGULATION

-

Here’s how

this law will |:>
HELP

the problem:

N/

Here’s how

this law could
LIMIT

peoples’ freedom:

AN

N/

Here’s why it’s
WORTH IT :

N
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E. How Much Can It Help? Put an X on the line to show how far
you think your proposed solution can go to solve the problem.
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